Esca University - Expanded Lore

“There is no shortcut from dreams to reality; there are endless shortcuts from reality to dreams”
“Let all come who by merit deserve the most reward”

What is their Culture and society like?

- List of norms with examples

Escans often reject the norms and taboos that other societies construct if they find them restrictive and
instead focus on an extreme work ethic - long working days, skipping on family/friend ties. This is not
seen as rude and many families would be disappointed if someone came to an event rather than press on
with a piece of research. Many Escans will always carry a notebook in case they make an unexpected
breakthrough and will excuse themselves to make notes or draw a quick diagram. Instead of traditional
milestones such as birthdays, Escans focus on celebrations for academic milestones from passing a
certain level such as your first degree or when you become a doctor.

It is commonplace for Escans to study or research their entire lives. Even if they move into different lines
of work, such as manufacturing, it is common for them to still study one day a week. Asking questions is

seen as showing interest, to a level which other cultures may consider invasive, and it is considered rude
in Esca not to ask many questions. This stems from their academic upbringings.

This is not to say that Escans are selfish, as community service is normal and encouraged - for example
students will clean their classroom to establish this sense of community. As it is recognised that a good
idea can come from anywhere it is believed true progress will only come by collaboration. Anti-social
behaviour in communal areas is frowned upon as this goes completely against this idea of community.
Young Escans often fall foul of this, celebrating a first degree, but can be seen cleaning up the aftermath
the following day.

In order to support this academic nature, reading and writing skills are taught from a very young age to all
children. Alongside these basic skills children are being taught a variety of skills from the ripe young age
of 18 months, from logical reasoning and spatial understanding to music. All designed to expand the
minds of the children to accept the rigours of Escan academic life.

Funerals are for the living and are often upbeat affairs celebrating the achievements of the deceased.
Most, however, will donate their body for study first, some simply to teach young surgeons, whereas some
may have performed experiments on them where the effects can only truly be seen after death.



- List of values with examples

The constant questioning and experimenting of the University of Esca has given a unique shape to their
culture. Their core values can be summarised as:

Innovation

Progress

Curiosity

Ambition

Strong work ethic

A common expression to understand the Escan thought process is : Perceive - comprehend - project.
That is to perceive the elements of the environment, situation or problem, comprehend how the elements
fit together and the significance of the situation and then project the future based on those elements to
decide on the correct course of action. One should always maintain situational awareness as this will lead
to the best results.

- How was their society formed?

Esca was once the largest university in Liria but could not house all of the thousands of applicants to the
university as well as the researchers and lecturers who spent their lives on campus. This, paired with the
Deans' frustration that Lirian laws restricted what and how they could research, led to the decision to
leave the nation and set up on the newly discovered islands they now call home. The king funded this
expedition. However, shortly after building their first academic city in the year 686, they paid the king the
funded money back and officially claimed independence and the Lirian king agreed to not contest it.

Esca started from its first island, Perlas. From there came years of expansion as they explored the
wilderness of their archipelago. The islands contain many magical phenomena which made the expansion
slow. All islands had to be thoroughly explored first and then made suitable for living. These explorations
allowed Esca to innovate at an extraordinary rate.

All of Escan society is formed from the structure of the university and the bones run deep. There is no
aspect of Escan society that is not in some way shaped by the academic structure. All parts of industry
will eventually lead back to one of the colleges. For example, if an independent company is manufacturing
spell foci, they may have received a grant from the college on the island to do this or sell directly to them.
This relationship between academics and industry is symbiotic. They push each other to thrive.

The move from a university to a full society required that some focus was put on trade, manufacturing and
other areas crucial for survival. Many in manufacturing hold a number of advanced qualifications in
engineering or business rather than degrees or PHDs, seeing the benefit in experience over an additional
degree. This does not mean they are apart from the university or are seen as any lower than the
academics. They will continue to develop new techniques and hold an annual symposium to show new
innovations and demonstrate how they take the new academic discoveries and form an end product.
Visits from experienced Marikan traders ensure that Esca maintains a high level of business and can rely
on having fair trade deals.



- What strengthens their society and keeps them together?

There is a strong cultural idea that anyone who comes to the islands and shares the Escan values can
become Escan, just like their predecessors did. This brings people with varied cultural backgrounds to the
nation, each with their own viewpoint and interpretation of the Escan values.

Frequent debates are common and the average Escan enters them with an open mind. This is considered
a healthy and beneficial way of personal development. These debates are only strengthened by the influx
of new people reinforcing the value that new arrivals have.

Due to academic tradition, ideas are constantly being challenged and iterated upon. Escans share a thirst
for knowledge and exploration. Any new ideas are explored fully either with physical experimentation,
thought experiments or by debate, regardless of who brings them forward and many young Escans have
shaped society by speaking about new ideas.

There is little class structure and instead the place in society is determined by an individual's
achievements. Researchers often hold advanced degrees with Doctorates being common, course leaders
and senior teachers hold the rank of Professor, with these positions being seen as equally valid and some
switching focus over time. When a large research project ends it is not uncommon for there to be a
change in track to teach for a while, this can be to have some time to refocus, pass on knowledge
acquired or to have time for more funding proposals. Similarly after a number of terms teaching, it is seen
as normal to go back into research, this can be because the subject has become stale, inspiration has
struck or the person simply wishes for a new challenge. This ensures teachers are always committed and
researchers are focused. Those qualified in manufacturing use the title Engineer and constantly drive
efficiency changes and cost reduction. The competitive environment leads some to focus on business and
trade enjoying the challenge of matching wits and getting the best deal. Thus the meritocracy extends
across all of Esca with each area of society hotly contested and very few daring to sit on their laurels as
there are always new and eager students and juniors pushing for their chance, with all parts of society
acting in symbiosis to ensure that there is no interruption to relentless progress.

- What is the economy like?
The economy of Esca is thriving. With a large amount of exports creating a large revenue.

Some academics also take pride in acquiring the required funding for their grand research projects
independently whilst others apply to various grants available through the colleges. Although becoming
rich is not the goal, Escans see the value of money and the resources it can bring you. It is a tool that is
needed in the same way as a hammer or a beaker, nothing in itself but it can lead somewhere. The main
benefit is the stipulation that if college funding is used, the college will own the results of the study while if
the project is funded independently the individual will retain full control.

Although Esca is the land of innovation, it relies on being able to distribute those goods to fund the next
projects. On the surface it may not seem like much money flows around the archipelago, but within the
university walls huge sums of grants and agreements are signed. Doctorate loans are given and student
finances are signed. If Esca was to be blockaded and their exports were prevented, the money would
stop and the wheel of progress would slow. All are supported as it is known that only when people are
healthy, with basic needs accounted for are they at their most effective in any line of work.



- Biggest imports and exports?

As befitting the experimental nature of the University many new inventions are developed and exported
with raw materials imported to keep the constant flow of trade. Knowledge is often said to be the most
important export of the University as academics from various colleges travel to give advice, lead projects
and otherwise upskill people, but some secrets are always held back.

The main exports are knowledge such as academics for hire, spell focus wands, “magic in a bottle”,
channelling crystals, magical weapons, medical supplies, minerals/gemstones, alchemical supplies,
telescopes, advanced tools (mechanical), and paper (made from imported wood)

Due to the lack of land, food products such as Westfell cheese, dairy, grains and meat products are
imported. Raw materials used in the research such as cotton/wool/(fancy) fabrics, or iron/stone/wood
(building block materials) are a major import and any disruption in the supply can lead to large impacts as
projects are delayed.

- What are common naming conventions?

Many Escan names are slightly pretentious with lots of multisyllabic names. Names with hidden or
multiple meanings are common, reminiscent of a puzzle, and finding humorous readings or interpretations
is a popular pastime. Due to the nature of a University colloquial nicknames are popular and even the
most distinguished Escan can keep some of these long into their careers and life, and remember their
youth with a wry smile

That being said, due to the large number of immigrants from all nations, you can find a large variety of
names in Esca so there are few hard an fast rules as fashion can mean some years Marikan names are

more popular than “traditional” Escan names and the next it could be Westfell, Lirian or Escan once more.

Common Escan names: Aurelia, Silas, Felix, Cassius, Cordelia, Magnus, Quintina, Campana, Candido
Common Escan Surnames: Chielnicius, Hordienko, Tzetzes, Zonaras

What type of government do they have?

- What type of government do they have?

Esca prides itself on having one of the most democratic governments in the world. Each island is run by a
council, with one of the seats being a Dean of the college. The rest of the members make up the hiring
board, which not only hires the Dean into their position when it becomes vacant, but operates the
government on that island as a whole, hiring the correct people to do the needed jobs from agricultural
lead to treasury lead and beyond. This is to ensure the people doing the specific jobs are decided upon
merit and not politics. The Political leaders simply just do the hiring. The people best suited for the jobs
can be decided from a multitude of reasons such as publishing many papers on what that role specialises
in or they have a great amount of tenure in that or similar roles.

The position of Dean can often become quite political and competitive depending on who gets appointed,
with whoever gets the position having a much easier access to funds and choice on where funding goes
for current and future projects. These races to become Deans can become quite heated due to this.
Deans have their seats of power until either they resign, or lose a vote of no confidence.



The Deans of all Islands will often come together to help direct and coordinate the joint Islands directions
and plans, and ensure the whole of Esca are working from the same page and heading in the same
direction

However some people within Esca reject the truth written into their nation's laws about how the islands
and overall nation are run. It has been theorised by some that Esca is run by an Oligarchical group given
the name “The Council of 7”. These people believe they actually run every minute detail of Esca, its
government and daily ongoings from the shadows. Such accusations however are seen as very silly and
are simple fabricated stories.

- Where does their government meet?

Each island's council will have a meeting room known as a “The Council’'s Chambers” somewhere on the
College grounds, where they will meet multiple times a week to discuss plans, policies or issues of
concern. For the Gathering of Deans they will take turns to meet on each Island, using the Islands Council
Chambers for the day. Because these meetings are slightly less frequent than the Island specific
gatherings, they will usually take up the whole day. Whether that is because of the amount of matters to
discuss or due to some Deans being slow to action and decision making will depend on who you ask.

Those who believe that “The Council of 7” exist say they meet in an undisclosed and unknown location
that will be abandoned as soon as it is close to being discovered. Simply yet more evidence to how
ludicrous these claims are...

- What form of peace keeping or law enforcement is there?

Safety Enforcement Unit: a division of highly empowered academics whose goal it is to catalogue and
contain creatures, phenomena, and experiments which go beyond certain bounds of danger and pose a
threat to Escan society.

A set of General Laws has been written up and agreed upon by all universities that all Escans are
expected to uphold, regardless of their affiliation with a particular college. Additionally, each college will
have their own set of rules one is expected to adhere to. Loopholes for these local rules are often sought
out.

Each island has its own peacekeepers which studied and trained at their respective colleges. The best of
the best from each college are given the honour of joining these elite guards. The idea behind this setup
is that a smaller elite group will achieve more than a town militia with how advanced the Escan society is.
For example, peacekeepers are required when two academics get into a slightly too heated argument or if
an experiment is forcefully shut down. There are internal disciplinary boards for each university and a
“national” one for all of Esca.

Breaking General Law are proportional to the severity of the offence, ranging from community service, to
imprisonment, to even execution in the most severe of transgressions. Breaking a local rule, results in a
disciplinary hearing or potential expulsion.

Common rules you might expect for each college are rules such as, no assaulting fellow college
members, no sharing of college inventions with outsiders, etc.



- List of current Deans

Dean Kara Von Mirrell - Dean of Practical Magics
Dean Ophelia Cassius - Dean of Sciences

Dean Elianor Meloda - Dean of Archeology

Dean Aurelia Gervasius - Dean of Zoology

Dean Avilasa Sempronianus - Dean of Philosophy
Dean Alma Pertinax- Dean of Astronomy Research
Dean Nerva Traianus - Dean of Innovation

Dean lker Aalbrecht - Dean of Magical Theoretics
Dean Septimus Diadumenianus - Dean Perlas

- How does their government operate on a day to day?

The day to day running of each Island is a fairly monotonous affair, with many daily meetings, discussions
between colleagues and paperwork being filled in and sent off for approval after approval. It is done this
way so that if something is to be done, it is done to perfection. Although the day to day operations may be
rather dull, Esca runs like clockwork. Each piece of the government having its role and working in
cohesion. This makes living your daily life on the island very seamless, and interacting with governmental
bodies is a smooth process, if not slightly complicated, but this is Esca afterall.

The Escan government is intimately involved in all aspects of research and training such that most Escan
people will regularly interact with their academic advisors even if they are no longer in full time education
and research positions. Escans not actively enrolled in university still fall under the authority of the
Council of Deans on the island they live on.

All professions will still receive continual education on the newest methods and techniques and all Escans
are able to apply for funding to pursue innovations in their field. This commitment to lifelong learning and
innovation ensures that Esca remains at the forefront of research and development. People from other
nations may apply to study at an Escan university and will be offered Escan citizenship upon graduation,
which is their choice to take or not. This may cause contention with families in other nations, but this is a
core part of the Escan culture.

For those who believe in the spooky stories of “The Council of 7” believe they operate above the island's
councils and the council of Deans. Operating as a high council who makes decisions for the whole of
Esca. Not much is known about them, apart from occasionally rejecting or accepting esoteric research
requests, or even submitting instructions that a particular type of research is set as a priority. It is claimed
occasionally an Escan researcher or inventor will receive an unsigned letter asking them to complete a
certain research assignment which must be carried out in secrecy, usually with no context or explanation.

- How long does it take for laws to get passed?

The time it takes for a local rules to be passed can vary for a multitude of reasons; from having to go
through multiple iterations before being approved with slight alterations on wordings, to what time of year
it is with exam season being the busiest time of the year. However overall a rule can take anywhere
between one month to 6 months to pass for each island.



Those who claim the old wives tale of “The Council of 7” is true say that laws, when dictated by the
Seven, are implemented within days or even hours. Someone will just receive the message and within a
small window the whole island's processing on a certain matter will change. This claim does have some
substance, with some government workers explaining how they will often process something one way and
all of a sudden have to do it another way after being informed by their boss. These people however just
simply don’t understand the day to day operations and the need for swift action when dealing with the
beast known as politics.

- Are laws decided regionally, or nation wide?

To get an understanding of Esca’s legal system you must first understand the difference between General
Laws and island rules. These rules act much like bylaws, but resemble other nations' university rules of
conduct or campus rules. However in Esca they apply to everyone on the island, not just those enrolled in
the university. Breaking these rules will have consequences akin to breaking a university rule, with
consequences such as being expelled from the island if the act is severe enough.

General Laws of Esca are acts agreed upon by each of the Islands. There are currently 7 shared laws
that are deemed so severe that they need to be lifted above the rules of each Island. This is for the
protection of Esca as a whole, in case a single island was to decide to remove one of these from its island
rulings. By having them as laws ensures they can’t be tampered with. These laws have been known to
change, but the number always remains at seven.

The 7 laws are:
1. Do not commit plagiarism.
Do not murder.
Do not change the body or soul of a person against their will.
Do not tamper with the currents of time.
Do not go beyond the borders of mortality.
Do not steal.
Do not control another’s mind with the use of magic.

Nookrod



What style of clothing do they wear?
- What do people wear day to day?

Escan’s studious nature has led them to developing a smart and tidy sense of fashion. Waist coats for
example are often a staple in any Escan’s wardrobe and in many school uniforms that can be seen worn
around the islands. Fashion is important to Escans and each island has a different style of university
uniform which changes regularly as they compete for which is the most stylish each year. This is
important in Esca, because if you can’t look after your appearance, how can you expect to represent the
university? Fabrics and textiles are just another thing that has been over-engineered by Escan scientists,
and great interest goes into speculating which college will choose which material for their robes each
year.

In addition to standard Escan clothing, most Escans will wear something (e.g. brooch/patch) that
references the specific island/department they are associated with. Please see a list of universities and
their logos below:

- College of Practical Magics - Wand

- College of Sciences - Beaker

- College of Archeology - pickaxe and/or magnifying glass
- College of Zoology - Owlbear

- College of Philosophy - Book/Scroll

- College of Astronomy Research - Telescope/Stars

- College of Innovation - Anvil

- College of Magical Theoretics - Quill

- Main University Campus (Perlas) - Archipelago

- What do people wear for special occasions?

Somehow, at special occasions, Escans wear clothing more extravagant than their day to day clothing. It
is an opportunity to show off and many do. In some circles people try to invent or overengineer oultfits that
do something extraordinary. Think of colour shifting fabrics, incorporating glowing elements or lights,
shape changing accessories, you name it.

Typical Escan garments for such occasions often include brocade, heavy long fancy robes with intricate
details and patterning, or alternatively if the weather calls for it, kimonos or Hanfu’s Ao Dai’'s made from
the finest silks.

- What do people wear to battle?

Unsurprisingly, many Escans have studied the best textures and fabrics for battle gear and effort is put
into improving upon them on a regular basis. Minerva Aponius’ thesis on the slash resistance vs
encumbrance of common fabrics is quoted constantly. An escan’s battle attire is still somewhat ornate
and a bit over the top. You may even see cocky Escans sacrifice some practicality for the sake of

style . A variety of battle gear exists to allow for easy storage and access of spell foci and is often
slightly altered to suit the individual’s spell focus.



Esca has a standardised military uniform, blue with black trimming. It consists of a long sturdy coat which
buttons left to right and is adorned with gold embroidery or accessories. Military rank is shown on the
collar. It is assumed the wearer uses a wand as a spell focus and has 3 slots allocated for it depending on
the wearer’s preference or dexterity. Uniforms have a strong meaning in Esca, and this extends to battle
wear.

Escan’s who find themselves heading into a fight, but are not part of the military, will often wear what is
practical for their profession or the particular circumstances of the fight. That said, they will still try and
incorporate a bit of home into this such as their trusty waistcoat or school badge.

- Is there a difference if you are from a different part of society?

There is no notable difference based on your standing in Escan society. The difference predominantly
comes from which university you are with and which job you hold.

Students and professors alike tend to wear a uniform in their college’s colours, adorned with the symbol
of said college. Variations on student uniforms exist, but always lean smart and tidy. Professors wear a
different uniform than students, often through slightly more intricate robes. Most colleges also provide a
brooch or other means of identification their lecturers for people of all ages are students and it can be
hard to tell who is who. Due to the multicultural makeup of Escan society, you can often find a little nod to
someone’s heritage in their accessories.

The Dean of each college is a notable exception to the uniform standard. They are essentially free to
wear what they want, although all will have intricate academic robes for official academic occasions. Each
Dean also always wears their insignia, a special variation on their college’s symbol that gets passed down
from dean to dean.

It is of course possible, someone is unable to afford their school uniform. These students can often be
recognised by uniforms that are out of date. Most colleges do offer financial assistance for this particular
matter and oftentimes a set number of the latest uniform are set aside exactly for this purpose.

- Is there a difference based on region?

As each university focuses on a different field of study, fashion reflects this. Fields of study that require a
lot of practical experiments will be simpler than those that are purely theoretical. Escans may sacrifice
some practicality, they will not sacrifice all. After all, that would impede too much on the progress of
learning. The northern isles get colder and so will dress in more layers than the ones down south. As
mentioned before, each college has a different uniform, and there is an annual competition to see which
college has the best looking one.

- Difference based on profession?

Any Escans that are not actively students or professors, such as menial workers, might try and emulate
school uniform or robe styles to gain status in their leisure clothing. It is important to note that for each
college, the uniform professors wear differs from the ones students wear. School uniforms are so
pervasive that it is commonplace for students and professors to wear their uniforms on days off.

However, if the person works with chemicals or heavy machinery, hair and/or beards will be neat and tied
back to avoid being caught in the experiment. Special laboratory coats made from tougher materials may
be used such as suedes and thick cotton where there is an element of risk.



Views on faith?

- How does the faith operate?

Esca as a whole does not have an organised faith and instead trusts in their science and magic.
Conviction and belief in one's own abilities, or the combined academic power of such an institution is still
a force to be reckoned with. It is said that the conviction and belief in the academic institutions and
principles of Esca can rival the faith of any other nation. With a lack of faith people explore different
ethical philosophies in which they will live their life by, which is often driven by the Escan habit of
questioning and debate.

There are however many who engage in theological studies in order to understand (and some say
deconstruct) the divine. It is said that some Escans can become enamoured with the bottled “Gods”. This
means that small cults will occasionally form. However these tend to be stamped out harshly by the
Safety Enforcement Unit due to the threat such cults pose to all of Esca.

- Is it an organised religion?

There is no organised religion or faith in Esca. It is commonplace that all students will dabble and
occasionally attend a College of Philosophy lecture to explore and develop their own moral compass.
With some making a more formal study of this area. Philosophy nights are held at each college to debate
different ideas when not in the College of Philosophy. This gives rise to many different outlooks and moral
positions represented within Esca and an ebb and flow as new ideas are introduced and they convince
others to join a particular point of view. The influence of Liria means that virtue ethics is often prominent
without the same devotion to the Saints found in the Lirian church. Utilitarianism has a significant
following and appeals to those who research into more ethically uncertain areas, as the outcome matters
rather than the act itself.

The College of Philosophy also holds compulsory “re-education lessons” for any member of Escan
society that breaks the college rules or minor transgressions against the law. To ensure all understand the
importance of society.

- How does it help people?

A lack of a deity to follow, encourages scientific research and exploration without any preconceptions. As
Escan are encouraged to study philosophy and develop a personal ethical and moral framework, the
mindset of the general Escan population can adapt to new concepts and change quickly. Without a major
faith beyond science and magic, a large sense of individuality has developed, with many Escans having a
strong sense of self and they will advocate for their point of view in a reasoned discourse, trusting their
own understanding but always open to different ideas or being proven wrong and supported by evidence
and logic over a gut feeling.

- Why do people care about it?
To some Escans “Gods” are nothing more than unexplained science and studying faith/theology can be of

interest. To most the drive to self improvement and development is at odds with praising a strange being
and they would rather work on something tangible.



Escans, through experience, have discovered why it is so important for everyone to have a strong opinion
on moral and ethical frameworks. The lack of such leads to a very cold society that heads down a slippery
path of hurting others. Having a strong moral guide encourages Escans to fight against societal injustices
and keeps society progressing and modern. Although with the variety of thoughts each Escan can have
different interpretations over whether a particular action is good or bad. Some focus on the act while
some focus on the outcome.

- Who runs the faith and who gives out guidance and teachings?

The College of Philosophy has a large variety of lectures and seminars that anyone can attend. This
allows any Escan to develop their views and if they need to speak to someone about a question, it is
encouraged to speak to a lecturer who has a specialty in your question or to speak to family and friends
who might give you differing opinions to yourself. The overriding advice is to find one's own path and
“discover what ethical framework speaks to you as an individual”. As time progresses ideas are refined
and eventually new branches are formed.

- If no faith, why? What led them to this?

With their nation settling on the ancient archipelagos in the northern stretches of the ocean, many ancient
beings have tried to claim dominion over the Escan people, saying they are some type of God. In
response, Esca founded and funded the “Safety Enforcement Unit” of the Escan army, who comes and
contains the being, trapping them in a magical glass bottle. This has happened so many times that there
is now a museum in the Escan capital dedicated to these bottled “Gods'. It is unknown to the wider realm
whether these ‘Gods’ were weak and hollow to be overcome so easily by mortal powers, whether they
should have been called “Gods” at all, or if the Escans have something special in their arsenal to allow
them to fight the greater and more terrible immortal powers.

But the ability to overpower these “Gods” had an effect on the populace and the reverence for such
beings declined. There is much debate over the exact nature of these beings and whether there can ever
be a being truly worthy of the title “God”. Topics such as: Is a god limitless in power? Can they be
understood by mortals at all? Can a being that a mortal can challenge be a true god? What are the criteria
and do any beings that have been encountered meet them? These are all topics often discussed at the
College of Philosophy with little overall consensus, The main consensus is that very few worship these
beings with the majority of such known entities being viewed as powerful spirits.



Geography of their land?

- How is the land split up between people?

Esca is located on the Northern archipelago between Marika, Liria and the Frozen Wastes. The
archipelago of Escan islands situated in the clear blue Northern sea are nestled within a small
micro-climate bubble, providing tropical heat and sunshine with only the most northern islands getting
colder and occasionally seeing snow in winter months. The archipelago is made up of nine islands each
holding a different branch of the university. The southernmost Island Perlas is the capital island.

e Island 1 - Capital Island Perlas - University Main Campus.
Island 2 - Pristina - College of Magical Theoretics
Island 3 - Varias - College of Innovation.
Island 4 - Azul - College of Astronomy Research
Island 5 - Maledo - College of Philosophy.
Island 6 - Togo - College of Practical Magics
Island 7 - Plana - College of Zoology.
Island 8 - Tebria - College of Archeology
Island 9 - Barin - College of Sciences

- What is the geography like in different regions?

Moving from south to north, one journeys from a subtropical to more temperate climate, which is reflected
in the flora and fauna of Esca. Most of the islands are largely urbanised with relatively little nature,
although some of the larger ones have plenty of it still. Hills and volcanoes can be found on the larger
islands. These volcanoes are no longer active and lie dormant.

- What flora is common?

Small sized forests, ranging from temperate to more tropical, cover the islands of Esca. The island of Azul
in particular boasts mangrove forests on its southern coast line. Escan has the largest amount of
infrastructure compared to untouched nature out of all the nations.

The range in climate on Esca is reflected in its flora. In these forests, you'll find cherry blossoms, a
breathtaking spectacle during springtime, Bonsai and Ginkgo trees and pockets of Bamboo forest.
Acacias, rubber trees, strangler figs, and lacquer trees further contribute to the rich tapestry of the islands.

The islands are also home to a variety of common flowers, herbs, and fruits. Orchids, chrysanthemums
bring colour to the islands. Lychees, mangosteen and tea plants thrive in the subtropical climate, offering
delicious and aromatic harvests. Whereas mushrooms, chilis, and lemongrass are frequently used in
Escan cuisine.

On Plana, where the college of Zoology resides, a special plot of land is dedicated to research and
experimentation in food production. Here, scientists and botanists collaborate to better understand the
needs of the local plants and devise optimal farming techniques.



- What animals and wildlife are common?

Once again the diversity in climate is reflected in the fauna of Esca. Among the many species that call
Esca home, reptiles and amphibians hold a prominent place.

Due to the limited amount of nature across the islands, Esca doesn’t host many larger animals. Flying
overhead you might see the red crowned crane, parakeets, osprey, jumping lemurs, or the occasional
praying mantis. Many monkeys swing the trees of the forests. Langurs, baboons, red pandas, macaque,
are all known to inhabit the archipelago.

While Esca's wildlife is generally smaller in size, the islands are occasionally visited by larger predators
such as tigers and Izbandir dragons, the latter named so for the eerie resemblance to the big lizards
found on the Izbandir island chain in Westfell. These apex predators are rare sights, as they are highly
territorial and tend to remain hidden in the remote and less-visited areas of the archipelago. Smaller sized
predators are found in reptiles, vipers and cobras most notably.

In or near the waters in Esca you may find the giant Escan salamanders, koi fish, mangrove caymans,
and eels. Unique to Esca are flamingos, pangolins, emu, and wallabies.

- What unique and rare creatures are there?

Perhaps owing to the large number of spirits that used to inhabit the archipelago, many a legend exists
around magical creatures, ghostly apparitions, or cursed sightings.

One such creature is known only as the Beast. It is said it's an experiment gone wrong, back when Esca
was still in its infancy. An unfortunate combination of many of the common animals found on the islands.

Within some academic circles, students occasionally engage in headstrong competitions with a creature
known as the Sphinx. These duels serve as a showcase of intellect, as students attempt to outwit the
enigmatic creature with riddles and puzzles.

The mischievous Tanuki and the cunning Kitsune are creatures found in Esca's folklore. Tanuki are known
for their shape-shifting abilities, while Kitsune are fox spirits with a penchant for both trickery and wisdom.
Occasionally reports of petty theft are attributed to these spirits.

Esca's forests were once inhabited by mystical spirits like will-o'-wisps and Kodama. Over time, as Escan
society expanded, these spirits have found ingenious ways to adapt and survive within the more
urbanised islands, finding homes within towns and colleges. They continue to serve as guardians of the
environment, albeit in more concealed forms.

Rumours persist of a malevolent nightmare spirit that curses students, sapping their motivation and
knowledge. It's believed by some that this curse is responsible for certain students not realising their full
potential.

Whispers also circulate of a hidden library, protected by a formidable and elusive owl spirit. The library is
said to house ancient texts and forbidden knowledge, accessible only to those who dare to seek it out. No
known reports of anyone visiting this supposed library exist.



The Shrouded Wanderer is a hooded humanoid creature that wanders the universities, collecting
research that takes its interest. Has been observed pointing young students in the right direction for their
research or to a part of giving directions to new students. Despite attempts to uncover its true identity, it
remains an enigma, and no one knows what it is or if it actually exists. It doesn’t seem to want to be
found.

Notable wars and conflicts?

- Stories of the conflicts

Frozen Waste raids - From the early days of settlement on the archipelago, Esca has been plagued by
constant border conflicts from inhabitants of the Frozen Waste. It quickly became apparent that if Esca
allowed the Wastes' inhabitants to continue raiding their islands with impunity, the attacks would only
grow more frequent and severe. It was therefore decided that a “task force” would be sent to deal with the
matter. The mission of this task force was clear: venture into the Frozen Waste, identify the main villages
from which the raids originated, and deal with the problem at its source. Unaccustomed to the bitter cold
and harsh terrains, this task force didn’t bear any fruit. They were successful in stopping a village here
and there, however the people of the Frozen Waste are not led by a single leader and as such the raids
never quite died down. Different people from different villages in the Frozen Waste came and tried again.
Esca saw no other alternative than to establish a permanent defensive army on the northernmost islands
of Barin and Tebria. To this day, the strongest and most disciplined soldiers of Esca are trained on these
two islands, ready to protect their homeland from any threat that may arise from the Frozen Waste.

The Night of Burning Water - This "war" culminated in “The Night of Burning Water” in 954 a well
remembered part of history in all of Esca. Esca’s biggest threat to their nation came from the first, and
only, formation of the United Corsair Fleet. This fleet brought panic to every nation who valued peace and
freedom, but particularly to Esca and Marika, as isolated island colonies. Led by ‘Fleet Admiral Jebediah
Hesk’, a feared figure that had somehow managed to quell the bitter infighting and unite the majority of
Corsair crew, they set their eyes on the Escan archipelago. Thus began their ill-fated invasion attempt;
Esca mounted their defences with student Magi and engineered weapons of war ready for a gruelling
battle to defend their homes. It seemed however, to their surprise, the Corsairs were invading in wooden
ships with little magical protection, perhaps hoping the cover of darkness would aid their cause, and so
the Escan mages proceeded to immolate the great fleet almost completely before any Corsair could set
foot on an Escan shore. They unleashed torrents of flame and summoned cataclysmic waves that
engulfed the Corsair fleet in fiery and watery destruction. The “war” ended in less than a single day, but
the clean-up effort took notably longer, almost a year. Occasionally, even to this day, rubble or the
remains of those who had perished in the battle are discovered.

Today, the Escan naval patrols stand as vigilant guardians of the archipelago, deterring virtually all
Corsair incursions. Yet, there are still some who, driven by foolishness or desperation, attempt to
challenge the defences of Esca. They are met with swift and decisive response, but the legend of "The
Night of Burning Water" lives on, a testament to the magic prowess of the Escans and their inventions.
This battle marked a turning point in Esca’s history on the realms political stage. Before they were seen
as a small nation of scholars and nothing to fear. After this point, defeating a foe that all nations feared so
easily, it sent a message to every nation that Esca was not a nation to underestimate anymore.



Money Owed - Although not a physical conflict, in the year 896 Esca owed Marika a substantial amount
of gold after taking out a loan to build a large extension onto multiple of the colleges. After Esca were
caught struggling to meet the harsh repayment terms, Marika began trying to take ownership of parts of
the archipelago. They provided a series of offers that were veiled under the guise of "generous aid"
packages. These proposals promised economic relief to Esca but were strategically designed to grant
Marika control over Esca's production and exports. The Deans of each college recognized the perilous
implications of Marika's offers. They wrote a simple and brusquely worded refusal, which almost certainly
contained the words firestorm and dockyards. Marika relented, but continued to try and gain back their
lost investment in different and increasingly convoluted ways. This period of stress and political turmoil
lasted around four years until Marika moved onto different business ventures. The nations now have a
thriving diplomatic relationship, although you may occasionally hear their citizens argue over who had the
moral high ground in the matter.

Spiritual Resistance - After Esca colonised the Island of Perlas, they sought to expand and build upon
the other islands in the archipelago, with the dream to build the largest university in the realm. However
they were met with a formidable obstacle: the spirits of the islands. They unleashed their fury upon any
who dared to set foot on their territory. Many exploring parties were wiped out without a trace, and
rumours of malevolent, ghostly entities haunting the islands spread like wildfire among the settlers. The
excursions became so dangerous that Esca’s protection unit, which later became the Safety Enforcement
Unit, had to get involved. It protected Escans on their journeys through each island. Many of these
dangerous spirits could not be defeated by conventional means or even with magical weapons. Fueled by
frustration and desperation, a bold idea was formed: to trap the most dangerous spirits to the Escan
inhabitants inside bottles where they would be unable to harm another soul. It proved successful.

Lingering consequences of the removal of these spirits are still felt to this day. Despite the Escans’ best
efforts to rehabilitate the land, it remains less fertile than expected for volcanic soil, and the once-teeming
wildlife has become scarcer than when they first set foot on the archipelago. The Escans have learned to
adapt, boosting the soil’s fertility through magical practices.

From Shadow to Cult - A classic example and valuable lesson of the appeal of creatures bottled and the
following they can incur. This is the tale of the cult of shadow figure Kizamog. Kizamog had one
high-ranking minion, a cunning and persuasive individual who had managed to amass a following by
luring the curious and ambitious Escans with promises of forbidden knowledge and hidden secrets from
within its bottle. This minion proclaimed the impending arrival of their master who would free them,
stoking fear and excitement among the followers. Kizamog indeed arrived, unleashing a wave of
destruction that crumbled the College of Astronomy, killing the dean and a large number of students and
professors in the chaos, and freed their minion.

The Safety Enforcement Unit found themselves powerless against the might of Kizamog. Their initial
inability to stop the malevolent entity only served to reinforce the cult's belief in their "God" status, and
their ranks swelled with new followers who were drawn to the entity. Everything seemed bleak and
hopeless until the arrival of the Obsidian Staff. They possessed an enormous amount of magic energy.
Exactly how these powers came to be is the topic or rumour and speculation. They stepped forward and
called upon Kizamog to fight them in the ruins of the College of Astronomy. An epic duel ensued. Magic
bolts strong enough to light up the sky. After 3 days and 3 nights Kizamog was defeated and the Obsidian
Staff forever cemented as a hero in the minds of the Escan people.



Upon rebuilding the trail of destruction left in Kizamog’s wake, they never found all the bodies of the
students who went missing in the chaos, and the numbers never added up. They say it's best not to
investigate, for Esca is safe. Most Escans are now a lot more wary of the creatures that are bottled, and
the allure of unknown or forbidden knowledge, especially from creatures that you know little about... or so
we all hope.

Lirian Boiling Point- In 813, after a series of insults/conflicts, tensions between Esca and Liria reached a
boiling point.

It had all started with what should have been a perfectly innocent request. The single child of a Lirian
noble graduating from Escan University and asking for citizenship. This would require renouncing their
Lirian nobility and relinquishing their lands. The request didn't sit well with the child’s parents, who saw it
as a betrayal of their noble lineage. They took their grievances and concerns about losing their only heir
to the floor of the Escan Parliament, sparking the first embers of tension between the nobles of Liria and
Esca.

As this discontent simmered among the Lirian nobility, tensions were intensified when Escans, with a
disregard for proper diplomatic protocol, began conducting research on Lirian soil without seeking
permission from the nobles. This blatant intrusion into Lirian territory deepened the resentment towards
Esca, creating a rift that was growing wider by the day.

Then the king of Liria asked for Esca’s aid against the Kiphate empire, either by sending troops or via the
use of their inventions, but Esca refused, wishing to stay out of the war between Liria and the Kiphate
empire. Tensions continued to grow.

The climax of this escalating feud occurred when a group of Escan researchers managed to bottle a
Saint, Saint Romilda the Humble . This act was seen as a grave violation of Lirian beliefs and traditions,
pushing tensions to a boiling point. In retaliation, Liria imposed a trade embargo on Esca and landed
troops on the island of Perlas. Esca, fearful of an all out war, tried to offer up the researchers who bottled
the Saint, but that was not enough to calm Liria down and they refused to leave Perlas. The Escan
military attempted to push Liria off the island but were unsuccessful. Esca then reached out to their allies,
but no one would assist, as they each had their own gripes with Esca or more importantly, didn’t want to
make a potential enemy of Liria.

Peace was eventually reached when Esca released the bottled Saint and signed a comprehensive treaty
with Liria. This treaty established clear procedures for conducting research within Lirian territory, ensuring
that such incidents would not be repeated. The other nations have since adopted the same treaty to great
success. As a direct result of the whole affair, Esca recognised the importance of formal diplomatic
relations and has expended great effort to establish them with other nations. Additionally, it prompted a
period of deep introspection within Esca, leading to a greater emphasis on philosophy and ethical
conduct. This, in turn, sparked what would later be known as a "golden age" of moral and philosophical
development within Esca, as the nation sought to make amends for its past actions.



- Any notable heroes from these?

Obsidian Staff, Defeater of Kizamog - The Obsidian Staff is not just any ordinary magic practitioner;
they are specifically chosen, and the only citizen granted the authority to temporarily set aside the 7 laws
for the greater good of Esca.

One such Obsidian Staff is the hero who emerged to confront the formidable threat of Kizamog during the
cult uprising in Esca. The Obsidian Staff's magic was unlike anything ever witnessed in Esca. They
wielded spells of unimaginable power, conjuring torrents of elemental forces and weaving intricate
enchantments that defied the laws of nature. Their mastery over the arcane arts was awe-inspiring. And it
was only with this power that Kizamog was defeated. Their actions served as a reminder that sometimes,
in the most dire of circumstances, it was necessary to bend the rules for the greater good of all.

Elo - The founder of the Safety Enforcement Unit. Their particular squad proved to be the most
successful in the protection of the Escan explorers. They were a strong driving force in the invention of
now famed bottles of Esca.

Melchior “the Incinerator” Dalion - As a young, eager student, Melchior was known for his boundless
enthusiasm. He possessed an insatiable appetite for the mysteries of magic and engineering. A true
tinkerer and inventor. His garden was his sanctuary, a place where he could experiment freely, pushing
the boundaries of what was believed to be possible. Driven by the rumours and stories of roaming
corsairs, he fervently studied the arcane arts and delved deep into the ancient texts that spoke of fire and
destruction. His garden became a sprawling workshop, brimming with scrolls, diagrams, and peculiar
contraptions. Here he invented “The Torrential Ignius”, a device that harnessed the very essence of fire
and channelled it into a cataclysmic force of destruction. It was a dangerous creation, and once that
couldn’t exactly be tested in advance.

As the Escans faced the entirety of the United Corsair Fleet with some fear and awe, it was decided “The
Torrential Ignius” was to be released. From it came a colossal wave of fire that soared into the night sky,
casting an eerie glow across the waters. The Corsair ships, wooden and vulnerable, were engulfed in a
relentless all consuming fire. The sea itself seemed to boil. The rest is history. Because of the magnitude
of the creation, the use and storage of it is under the strictest of guidelines and protocols.

Antiochus (an-tie-o-cus) - Antiochus, a seasoned diplomat with a deep commitment to peace and
ethical conduct, emerged as the mediator when the tensions between Liria and Esca reached its boiling
point. He recognized that the situation called for more than just appeasement; it required a fundamental
change in how research was conducted on foreign soil.

Antiochus played a pivotal role in negotiating a peace agreement between Esca and Liria, the most
important aspect of which was the establishment of clear procedures for conducting research within Lirian
territory, ensuring that such incidents would not happen again. This groundbreaking pact not only defused
the immediate crisis but also set a new standard for ethical research and diplomatic relations.

Recreation
- Sports

As a nation of Archipelagos, Escans love aquatic activities such as rowing, sailing, and canoeing. The
maijority of Escan people are strong swimmers as a result. Escan sports and competitions are very heated
and intense as the rivalry between islands fuels the students to get the best results possible.



Rowing and sailing in particular are the most popular sports to Escans. Every college has their own
rowing and sailing teams and there are leagues between the colleges for both that compete year round.

Three generations ago Andrea Mercator introduced a new game that took the archipelagos by storm
called Hoockey or Hockey after the curved sticks used to play the game. A small hard ball is pushed
around with these sticks in order to score a goal and requires a significant amount of hand eye
coordination. It hasn’t amassed quite the same amount of popularity as rowing and sailing, but more and
more leagues are forming.

As expected, Escans don’t limit themselves to physical sports only, but engage in activities such as
chess, checkers and a variety of other brain games and puzzles. Official competitions exist, but chess
tournaments are also commonly self organised by local taverns or in student halls. If you were to ask for a
college's local celebrity, likely many students would point to their reigning chess champion!

Being an arcane focused society, competition is also found in the form of magic duels, which can be quite
the spectacle, and often frowned upon by older researchers and lecturers.

= Entertainment

Despite their intense focus of study and education, Escans very much partake in relaxation and
entertainment.

Student life is very rich and bustling and parties are quite common. Escans have invented a variety of
drinking games ranging from more classical coordination based ones to drinking trivia games. Alchemists
often take the opportunity to showcase their skills by inventing interactive and visually impressive drinks
and tricks that add a magical touch to gatherings and parties.

Student conciertos are commonly organised by the music department. As are poetry readings and similar
drama performances. A Festival of the Arts commences once per year at the main island of Perlas.

Not everyone is a student or professor though and there is still plenty to do for anyone not enrolled in
university. There are many taverns across the islands, some more simple, some with live music. Many
colleges will also allow a handful of spaces in their extracurricular clubs to be taken up by non-students.

In Esca, entertainment is not just a pastime but a celebration of knowledge, art, and culture.

A couple of national holidays celebrated on Esca:

- Festival of the Arts - The annual Festival of the Arts, held on the main island of Perlas, is a grand
celebration of creativity and culture. It features exhibitions of visual art, musical performances,
theatrical plays, and poetry recitals.

- National Recognition Feast - Everyone gets two days off to celebrate this festival. There is plenty
of food, music, games, competitions and drinking. At its core it's an acknowledgement of the toil
and hard work that goes into the study and pursuit of knowledge and the mental and physical
stresses this can incur. As such the day is an almost mandatory break for many.



- Graduation day - Lots of grandeur celebrating the success of the year. A large formal gala takes
place in the evening and many in attendance will spend months fretting over what outfit to wear.
Internal politics between the colleges is at its peak here and much is said by whom you choose
as your date.

- Symposium Shuffle - Although symposiums are held on a regular basis, Symposium Shuffle is a
day where symposiums by a lecturer from a particular college are held at a different college,
covering a topic that links the two colleges together. This practice promoted interdisciplinary
research and many a great project has found its spark on one of these days.
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